Hello
my name is Joy.
Anything featuring
the junkroom band
is always a lot of
fun. But you'll have
more fun reading
this comic book if
you know the
following
things.
from the
very beginning of a
Person's life, he or
she has human rights.
Human rights are
privileges to which
every person is
automatically
No person is
entitled.
entitled to more
or less human
rights than another
person and this is
true regardless
of a person's:
language
or social
status

property
or economic
status

disabilities

Race or
Color
age

sex

religion
or
beliefs

National,
ethic, or
Social
origins

Saturday in the cc ALL PURPOSE ROOM
HEy,
I've got
some Great
news from
joy!

The cc is
putting on a
weeklong
celebration To
Promote the
convention on
THE rights of
the child.

Joy Berry is the director of the
Community Center called the CC.

Joy wants
us to do aN
Entire show
about Kids'
Rights to
wrap up the
week!

Sarah Levy: Band manager

The
Convention
of what?

JAson Mcgregor: Drummer

Does
it pay
anything?

Raj Kumar: Band originator and Keyboard PLayer

BUT I
STILL DON'T
get WHAT that
CONVENTION
thing IS ALL
ABOUT.

Who
cares!
It's two
thousand
dollars.

Terrasita Ramirez: singer, songwriter and choreographer

But how
can we do a
show about
something
we don't
know
anything
about?
Mike parks: Singer, Songwriter and lEad Guitar

Who
Cares
what it's
about! I'd
sing about
anything
for two
thousand
dollars!

Jeff parks: base guitar

I
thought
that you'd
ask about the
convention oN
the rights of
the child.

So I
looked it
up.

But I
still don't
know what that
means!

ANd
Even if we
did know
about that
convention thinG,
how are we
going to build
a show
around
it?

I agree with
Raj. None of
our songs are
about kids'
rights.

Well there
goes ouR
two
thousand
dollars.

Lashan Franklin: Backup sincer and dancer

Sugar JAckson: Lead singer and
songwriter

Of course we don't
have songs about kids'
rights. ThAt JUST MEANS
WE need TO WRITE
THEM.

How Many
Songs would
we have to
write?

just 14

There are
13 Rights
and of
course
we'D need a
General
song about
KIDs' rights
for the
finale.

EasY for
you to say
because you
don't have to
wrITE any of
the 14
songs.

We have 3 music
writers, and everyone helps
with the lyrics. besides we have
six months to do this!

#1-The right to live

#2-The right to develop
and grow
#3-The right to have an
identity

#8-the right to have
thoughts and beliefs

look,
here's a list
of the 13
Rights.

#4-the right to have parents

#5-the right to have an
adequate standard of living

#10-the right to have privacy

#11-the right to associate
with others
#12-the right to belong
to a culture or religion

#6-the right to be
protected from harm

#13-the right to be
treated justly

#7- the right to be
informed and educated

okay. let's
divide up the
rights to
research and
come up with
song ideas.

#9-the right to express
feelings and opinions

SARA, you
need to take a
few more
rights because
you got us
into this
mess.

So that's the
thanks I get for
getting us a $2,000
gig?!

RiGht #1 - The right to live
okay everyone.
BY NOW all of you
should be ready to
talk about the
rights you
researched.

first day of school break

Who
chose
Right #1?

I
did.

given your
three brothers
and tough
stepdad, that's
no surprise.

Yeah. he
started
carrying a sign
around the
house that says,
"I have the
right to live."

that sign's not
a bad idea.

Laugh all
you want, but
the subject is
not that funny.
Some kids have
their right to
live taken away
from Them.

DID YOU
KNOW that
THERE ARE
THOUSANDS OF
KIDS IN
OTHER
COUNTRIES
AS YOUNG
as EIGHT
YEARS OLD
THAT ARE
KIDNAPPED
AND FORCED
TO BECOME
SOLDIERS?

A LOT OF
THEM
ARE
GIRLS!

the things these
kids are forced to
do are horrible.
Some of
them even get
used as human
shields to
protect the
adult soldiers
from getting
shot!

That is
horrible!

RIGHT #2- THE RIGHT TO DEVELOP AND GROW

everyone is
always
teasing Me
about being a
late bloomerwhich isn't true.
but so what If
it iS? All kids
have the right
to develop and
GROW At their
own pace.

The stuff
I Learned
Isn't as
Horrible as
what jeff
learned, but
it's pretty
bad.

are you
talking AbouT
HoW you still
sleep with
your teddy
bear?

Very
Funny,
Jeff.

I
thought that
everyone slept
with a
Teddy bear,
sigh.

I
also
Learned that
over two
million kids
under the age
of five die
every year.

It's
because
they don't get
the right kind of
food or they
don't get
enough of
it.

peoPle think that
starvation only
happens in other
countries.

But A lot of
kids in my
neighborhood
also Don't
have enough
food to eat.

And starvation only
pertains to a child's
physical growth and
development. Many
children are deprived of
the things they need to
develop mentally,
emotionally, socially
and spiritually.

RIGHT #3 - THE RIGHT TO HAVE AN IDENTITY

I chose the third
right because it's
about identity and
sometimes I feel
like I don't have
one.

you mean you
don't like it
when people say,
"Hey you!"

I’m either
"that girl in the
band" or
"Sugar’s friend"
or whatever.

Well
at least
"Hey you!"
is better
than "Hey
dog!"
stop
teasing, jason!
she's being
serious.

no, I
don't like
it!
just
like every
other kid, i have
a right to have a
name, a family
affiliation, and a
nationality.

but that's
obvious. every
kid has those
things.

did you know
that more than 24
million asian kids have
unregistered births?
in africa it's 20 million.
And it's not much
better in other
countries around the
world.

so
what's the
big deal
about not
having an
identity?

in addition,
who is going to
take responsibility
for keeping an
invisible child
safe?
Who is
going to
rescue the child
when something
bad like a
natural
disaster
happens?

but even worse is the
fact that it's easier for
invisible kids to be
kidnapped and forced into
inhumane things like slave
labor, prostitution, and
military service.

These kids
are often
called "invisible"
or "stateless"
children.

your
identity is
proof of
your
existence and
you need this in
order to do
important
things -like
going to
school.

Right #4 - The right to have parents

it's
interesting
that you
brought up the
question of who
is going to
protect a child.
In my mind, that
should be the
parents.

But what if a
kid doesn't
have a parent?

I chose to
check out the
third right
because as all
of you know,
I've never
even met my
father.

I was
feeling sorry
for myself
until I did a
little more
research and
found out that
there are other
kids who don't
even have one
parent. At
least I've got
My mom.

And then
there are the
millions of kids all
over the world who
are forced to live on
the streets because
they have no parents
at all.

Did you know that
even in America there
are about one to two
million kids living on
the streets with no
access to a parent?

I don’t
know about
all of you, but
all of this talk
about Human
Rights for kids
has gotten me
thoroughly
depressed.

I agree. I
thought this
project was
supposed to
be fun.

No one talked about
this project being fun.
We took it on because of
the money.
But I’m starting
to feel guilty
about that. We
should be doing
this project
because it’s
important.

I agree with
raj. What could
we do that is more
important than
teaching people
about human rights
for kids?

probably
nothing. But
quite frankly, I’m
starving and
nothing is more
important to me
right now than
getting
something to
eat.

Let’s get
something to
eat!

I agree!
nothing's
more important
than eating!

...but we
need to keep
sharing our
research over
lunch.

sigh!
Is taking…
freakin' break
too much to
ask?!

RIGHT #5 - The right to have an adequate standard of living

here we are. the
sooner we get to
work the better.

can't
we just get to
the songwriting part
of this project? for
pete's sake! we're on
school break!

you
can't write
songs until
you know what
they're gonna
be about.

and they
think dogs are
too dirty to go
into
restaurants.

So,
should I tell
you guys about
Right #5 - the right
to have an
adequate
standard of
living?

because my
family lives on
almost nothing, i
wanted to know just
what an adequate
standard of living
is.
i found
out that it
includes
sufficient:
nutrition,
housing,
clothing,
healthcare,
education,
recreation
and play.

while
you live in
comfort, 16.4
million american
children live in
poverty. And
millions of other
kids all over the
world have it
even worse.

seems
appropriate
since all of
us are
stuffing
our
faces.

well,
I'm sure not
getting an
adequate
amount of
recreation
and play.

shame on
you jason!

Right #6 - The Right to be protected from aLL Harm

so who
took the
right to be
protected
from all
harm?

i feel like
I have to
protect my
little brothers,
and that's why i
was interested
in right #6.

shouldn't
someone be
protecting
me?
i
could
get hurt
out
here!

it says
here...

who's
gonna
protect the
invisible
kids?

And what
about the kids
who are being
kidnapped and forced
to do scary things—
like being human
shields on a
battlefield?

those
kids have the
right to be
protected! in
fact, listen to
this.

also, children
shouldn't be
forced to work
before a minimum
age. and they
shouldn't work at
dangerous jobs
or ones that
interfere with
their education.

one more thingno child under the
age of 15 should
serve in the armed
forces.

yep! not
ready for
boot camp
yet.

thankfully,
it's 17 in the
u.s.!

RIGHT #7-THE RIGHT TO BE INFORMED AND EDUCATED

no!
Everyone is
not finished!

is everyone
finished?

I didn't mean is
everyone
finished sharing
their research. I
meant is
everyone finished
eating their food,
because if they
are, I think we
should get back
to the studio.

for
once I agree
with jason.
We've got
enough
information to
start writing
half of the
songs

But not
if we're Just
going back to
talk some
more.

while we're
walking, let's talk
about right #7. To me,
nothing's more important
than the right to be
informed and
educated.

and the
sooner
we get
started
the
better.

i can think
of something
that's more
important. how
about my
lunch!

I get
the importance
of having food and
all that other stuff,
But I could do just
fine without
school.

are
you crazy?
How would
you learn all
of the stuff
you need to
know to
succeed in
life?

right # 7
covers
even more
than that.
Every child has the right
to have access to information,
ideas and materials of all kinds
from a diversity of national and
international sources.

in
addition, a
child's
education
should be
free, required,
and based on the
best interests
of the child
rather than the
interests of
adults.

and nothing,
including work,
should prevent a
child from going
to school.

Hmmm. work or
school--what a fun
choice.

Interesting Fact: Most of the estimated 70 million
children without access to an education are girls.

recording studio
I can
hardly wait
to get into the
left-overs they
brought home
from the
diner!

okay. let's
divide into three
groups and give
each group two
songs to
write.

I'll take
Sugar and
lashan.

I'll
take
jason.

and as
always, I'll
just be
everyone's
slave.

I'll take
jeff.

next day
What do you
think of this
rhythm?

that
will
work.

yeah,
man. It's
Great!

do you
like this
melody?

I want to
write a
song that we
can really
dance to.

I
agree.

Then
let's do a
hip hop
song.

does
anyone need
anything?

how
about a
steakmedium
rare?

several days later
you're
right. So
now what?

this
just isn't
working.

I did, but
now it's
starting to
bug me!
but I
thought that
you liked the
melody?

Your words
here...

What
would
you know
about hip
hop?

I'm a
dancer
dummy!

can'T
we all
just get
along?!

conflict
is so
unpleasant
.

several grueling weeks later in the all purpose room
Now that we’ve
finished writing
the first seven
songs, let’s
hear them.

great
job guys!

that
was
amazing!

that's
incredible!
your songs
make even
me want to
dance.

Mike
and
Jason,
you go
first.

sure.

Geeze. I
wonder if we
should have used a
driving beat like
they did?

how
is anyone
supposed to
compete with
those
melodies?

it's
pretty hard
to compete
with three hotlooking
girls.

back in the recording studio
all of
you did an
amazing job. but
we need to keep
going because We
have six more
songs to
write.

Not
when we’re
suppose to
write one song
for each of the 13
rights…when the
show is two
hours long …
and when we're
the only
act.

isn't
seven
songs
enough?

I just hate
sitting through all
the talk about the
rights.

I
agree.

I only like
talking when
someone says,
"dinnertime!"

precisely!
Which is why
the sooner we
get to talking
about the
remaining six
rights, the
better.

Let’s just
power
through the
rest of the
research.

but
we need
to know
about the
rights if we
are going to
write songs
about
them.

No one
leaves this
room until
we’ve heard
about all
of the
rights.

Right # 8 - the right to have thoughts and beliefs

who
researched
right #8?

Like a lot of
parents, mine
have very
strong beliefs
and want me to
believe exactly
like them. But
sometimes I
just don’t.

that's
cool.

Me. I chose
the right that
allows kids
to think their
own thoughts
and believe
their own
beliefs
because I'm A
freethinker.

That’s why I was
glad to find out
that I have the
right to have my
own thoughts and
beliefs about
things like values,
morals, religion,
politics and all
other aspects of
life.

It makes
sense. How
could a parent
—or anyone for
that matter—
control what a
kid thinks or
believes?

Well,
even though
parents aren’t
supposed to
control a
child’s thoughts
or beliefs,
some of them
still try.

but still, every
kid is supposed
to be
protected
from any
indoctrination

that fosters
racial,
religious, or
any other form
of discrimination
or hatred.

Well I can
think of a lot of
situations in which
that right is abused.
Just think of all of
the hate groups that
teach their kids'
negative racial
stereotypes.

And some
pretty intense
indoctrination has
to be going on in
order to create
terrorists!

that's
exactly why
protecting this
right is so
important.

Right #9 The right to express feelings

As far as
I’m
concerned,
nothing is more
important than this
right. In fact, I
would simply die if
I couldn’t
express my
feelings and
opinions.

The
right I
chose is
not exactly
like Raj’s,
but it’s kinda
similar. It’s
Right #9—the
Right to
Express
Feelings
and
Opinions.

Lighten up,
everyone! ALL of
us would be
pretty pissed if we
couldn’t express
our feelings
and opinions!

remember,
you're all
temperamental
performers.

That’s why
we’re lucky that
kids have the right to
express their feelings
and opinions in any way
they choose including
words, music, and
art.

and you know
what else? All kids
have the right to have
their feelings and
opinions respectedespecially when their
feelings and opinions
relate to them.

Interesting Fact : Not all kids and performers have the freedom to express
themselves. In China, Lady Gaga is censored because she is considered to be
"vulgar".

RIGHT #10 - The Right to have privacy
Well the
whole subject
of respect
dovetails nicely
into the matter
of privacy. Who
researched
that right?

i did. I was interested
in right #10 because I
wondered about a kids'
right to have privacy when
Paul told me about his
mother ransacking his
room while he was in
school.

you mean,
pot-head
paul?

I mean paul
in my karate
class.
according to
right #10, all kids have
the right to keep private any
information about themselves. in
addition, children have the right to
keep private their feelings,
thoughts, opinions, and
communications with
others.

and
you think
Paul's mom is
not
respecting his
right to
privacy by
going
through his
things?

I'm
not
sure
what I
think.

paul's
mom is
probably
going through
his things
because she
suspects that
he's using
drugs.

and
if that's
true, it seems
to me that doing
something
illegal trumps
a kids' right
to privacy.

Okay, I can
see how the
right to privacy
would not apply
when a kid might be
doing something
that is against
the law.
But what makes
me crazy is when
my mom gets into
my personal
things—like my
diary.

or
reading our
text messages
on our
phones.

I don't
like it when
my mom tries
to make me
share every
single thought
and feeling with
her. There're
just some
things I want
to keep to
myself.
so I think
we all agree.
as long as we are
not doing anything
illegal, we have a
right to have
privacy.

Interesting	
  Fact	
  :	
  	
  A	
  U.S.	
  Federal	
  Appeals	
  Court	
  	
  ruled	
  that	
  
putting	
  a	
  surveillance	
  c amera	
  in	
  a	
  Tennessee	
  middle	
  school	
  
locker	
  room	
  	
  violated	
  the	
  students'	
  right	
  to	
  have	
  privacy.	
  	
  

I
protect my
privacy by never
saying a word. it
works like a
charm.

Right # 11 - the right to associate with others
are we
finished
talking about
the right to
have privacy?

okay,
because the
next right,
right #11, is
my very
favorite
right.

I am if
everyone
else is.

is that
the right that
makes you the
queen of the
entire
universe?

I'm
talking
about the
right to
associate
with
others.

all kids have
the right to
associate with
others and have
relationships
with other
people.

and all
children have
the right to get
together with
groups of
people as long
as the
gatherings are
not harmful to
themselves or
others.

but what about
parents who think
that in order to
protect their kids
they need to
control who their
kids hang out
with.

if my
parents picked my
friends, it's for sure I
wouldn't be hanging
around with this
group.

all of us
have the right
to have
relationships
with all kinds
of people.
In fact,
the more diverse
the better because
that's how you get
exposed to new
information and
ideas.

however, in
order to be okay,
your relationships
need to have a positive
instead of negative
impact on you and
others. Right?

Interesting Fact : Up until the 1960's, in some states in America,
black children were not allowed to associate with white children
in public places like schools, restaurants and restrooms.

and that's
how you
become more
tolerant.
does
pontificate
mean what I'm
suppose to do
outside instead
of inside?

We get it
sarah. We
don't need
you to
pontificate.

right#12- the right to belong to a culture or religion

i don't want to
"pontificate", but
i need to talk about
religion because
that's what right
#12 is about.

It's the
right to
belong to a
culture or
religion.

right#12
gives all
children the
right to:
experience and
enjoy their
own culture,
use their own
language, and
profess and
practice their
own
religion.

for
generations,
my family has
followed
judaism, and I've
never know
anything
else.

so I
found the
possibility that I
could "profess and
practice my own
religion"
fascinating.
my
family is
hindu and I
have no doubt
that my
parents want
me to stick to
that religion
when I'm an
adult.
my family is
muslim and it's
expected that I'm
going to follow
Islam when I grow
up.

The
same's true
for me and the
Christian
religion.

But
that’s the
whole point!
While it’s great
that our parents
have chosen their
religions, and
while it’s great
that they share
their religions
with us, we
ultimately have
the right to
choose our own
religions.

Right #12
gives you
the right
to follow
a religion
or not
follow
any
religion
at all.

but what if
you don't
want to
choose any
religion?

cool!

i like the
fact that
this right
allows kids
to speak
their own
language.

And what
about the
people who
criticize kids
who speak
with an
accent?!

it really makes me
mad when I see
people criticize kids
who are speaking
their family's
language instead of
english.

Well I for
one like the
part of Right
#12 that
allows kids to
celebrate their
own culture
because that’s
the best part
of being
Jewish.

But I
thought you just
said that you might
not choose to be
Jewish when you
grow up.

Interesting Fact : Saudi Arabia is an Islamic Kingdom that only allows people to practice other
religions in private. The public practice of non-Islamic religions is punishable by deportation,
fines or jail.

Culture and
Religion are two
different things. But
that’s a different
conversation for
another time.

For now, we
need to get to
the end of our
research
because we are
losing Jeff
and Jason.

who chose
right #13?

i
thought
you'd
never
ask!

Remember
last year when
I got detention
for a week for
being tardy too
many times?

How could
we forget?!

That's
all you talked
about for
weeks!

IT's
because I
wasn't treated
justly! look at
this about the right
to be treated
justly.

and
look at
this.

all this goes
to prove that I
was treated
unjustly.
whatever.

I think this
right pertains
more to the
thousands of
kids all over the
world who are
sitting in
detention
facilities or jails
who have done
nothing wrong.

Or kids who have
been sentenced far
too harshly for their
crimes. Most of these
kids don’t have
proper legal
representation.

They’re right,
Jason. You need
to get over
thinking that you
were treated
unjustly. When
you do the crime,
you have to do the
time.

I still think
that getting a
week of
detention was a
bit harsh.

Interesting Fact: Children born in jails or put into harsh adult prisons are
worldwide problems. For example, Manila has over two thousand children in
their prison system.

getting ready for the show
guys!you are
rushing it! let's start
again. And jason, this time
keep the rhythm
consistent!
sure
thing,
boss.

I'm
sick of this
song! Can't we
work on
something
else?

enough already
with all of the
practicing of
music. When are
we going to start
practicing the
dances and the
other moves?

not until
we get it
right!

never
would
suit me
just
fine.

we haven't
talked about
the Most
important thing
yet- which is What
are we going to
wear?

I
agree
.

now I
remember
why I
wanted to
be in an
all-boy
band.

stop

Joy wants
us to wear
jeans and the
kids for global
peace teeshirts.

bickering!

it's getting us
nowhere!
besides the
matter of
costumes has
been solved.

the show is
tomorrow
and if we
aren't ready
now, we'll
never be
ready!

raj is
right.
let's all go
home and
rest up for
the big
night.

one hour before show time
Did you see that
mob lined up
waiting to get into
the show? Joy said
that there’s going to
be standing room
only.

what
are you
trying to do
sarah, scare
us to
death?
I'm so
nervous I
feel like
I'm going
to pass
out.

these
are the
moments I
live for!

Joy
said the
tickets have
been sold
out for
weeks.

that
just
makes me
more
scared
about
messing
up.

just think
of all the
chicks that
are going to
be in the
audience.

all of
you, stop
thinking of all
the ticket
sales and
chicks.
just
get your
heads in the
game!

showtime
Welcome
to our final day
of the celebration
of the
convention on
the rights of
the child!

and
welcome to the

junkroom
band who is

here to sing their
original songs
about the 13

rights for
kids!

from
the very
beginning of
your life
you were
born with
something
called human
rights!

human
rights!
human
rights!

It had
to have
lasted at
least five
minutes.

could you
believe that
standing
ovation?!

Probably
more. It was the
longest ovation
I've ever seen-worth every minute
that we put into
that show.

look
whose
here!

I hope she
brought the
check.

I've
got your
check for
$2,000. But I
think I've got
something
better for
you.

a top t.V.
network executive
was in the audience
and was blown
away by your
performance. he
wants to feature
you and your music
in 14 public service
announcementsone for each of
your human rights
songs.

does it
pay
anything?

let's just
say that it's
going To be a lot
more than the two
thousand dollars
you made tonighta whole lot
more.

hopefully,
hanging
around with
the band has
taught you a
lot about
human rights
for kids. but
there's more
that you
should know
and here it
is:

In order for your rights to be
effective, you must assert them.
This requires that you:
acknowledge your rights,
accept your rights,
and live in ways that your rights
entitle you to live.

If you are having difficulty
asserting any of your rights, you
need to talk to someone who is
old enough and wise enough to
help you. It might be a parent,
guardian, teacher, principal,
school counselor, religious
leader, close relative (such as a
grandparent, uncle, or aunt) or an
adult friend.
If the person you talk to does not
help you, talk to others. Keep
talking to people until you find
someone to help you.

Human Rights for Kids come
with responsibility.
This means that you must
respect the rights of other
children, and you must
encourage and help them to:
acknowledge their rights,
accept their rights,
and live in ways that their rights
entitle them to live.

Also, if you think that a child is
being deprived of his or her
rights, you need to encourage the
child to talk to a caring adult.
You might also want to talk to an
adult about the situation to make
sure that the child gets help.
If the adult you talk to does not
help to correct the situation, talk
to other adults. Keep talking to
people until you can find
someone to help.

